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The old house
appeared to be
worth nothing more

'than scrap. It sat »

- derelict for years,
attracting squatters

and gaining a-

reputation for being
" haunted.

) Husband-wife

architects save Aunt

| "Hatti_é’s house before

RECLAIMED HOME |

“High ceilings and
ample windows give
the small house a big
feel. The uncovered

~ hardwood floors
show some age, but
rightly so; the house
dates to 1910.

it goes up in smoke

| HME MFCIC, T L By Bridget A. Otto | Photos.by Marv Bondarowicz THE OREGONIAN
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~ Harriet Sobieski lived in the modest house on
17th Street in St. Helens for more than 40 years,
beginning in the *50s. When she moved out in
1995, it was boarded up with all her belongings

"inside. Stories swirled about the old house

being haunted, and it almost became a practice

~ burn for the local fire'department.

But Al and Kannikar Petersen saw something

R P |

Refurbished, the St.

- Helens cottage has a
new roof, new '
plumbing, and new
electrical and
heating systems. But
it also sports many
of its original parts —

¢ such as the porch

- “columns, ' wood

I 4. floors and charm.

worth saving i.nbthe 1910 house. The architects

and owners of Akaan Architecture + Design also
had a familial tie: Sobieski was Al's Great-Aunt
Hattie, who died in 1996. :

Al and Kannikar met in Houston and later
lived for several years in Kannikar’s native
Thailand. When they retumed to the states, the

—



couple settled in Al's hometown, St. Helens. The name of
their firm, Akaan (pronounced: AH kahn), is the Thai
word for “building.” :

Aunt Hattie’s 900-square-foot house had sat vacant for
a dozen years in-a-neighborhood of working-class
homes. The Petersens decided in spring of 2007 to
remodel it piece by piece and reuse everything they
could rather than razing the old structure.

They found good bones buried under layers of
flooring, paint and wallpaper, _includi}ng gems such as-
.oak floors, five-panel solid interior doors,.glass knobs. o

_and walls constructed of 1-by-8-inch cedar boards. : -
~ behind the drywall. _ . j

“It’s like a cedar-closet home,” Al'says with a laugh.

The floor plan was,s_i'mp_le,'but complicated by a tiny,
closed-off kitchen that had four doors: one to the living
room; one to the bathroom; one to a bedroom; and one
to the screened-in back porch, which was hanging by a
thread. The two bedrooms and froft living room were
solid, but they needed to be cleaned up with some
drywall and cosmetic touches. s

THE WORK |
* The Petersens took down the wall between the living
-room and the kitchen. They closed off the bathroom ‘
door along the kitchen's back wall, which created much-
needed space for countertop and cupboards.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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| Al'and Kannikar Petersen
| Akaan Architecture + Design
| Three

| They are proud to be generalists, able to serve the-
many needs in a smalt community. In addition to his degree in ar-
chitecture, Al h‘as a certificate in historic preservation. Both are
LEED-accredited (Leadership in Energy and Environmental De-
sign) architects. ’
' [ Al and Kannikar want to make the connections a -
small community affords. _ ‘
CONTACT | 101 St. Helens St., St. Helens; 503-366-3050, _
akaandesign.com
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A A defunct wood stove and an electric range shared one corner of the cfampé‘d kitchen. The
Petersens removed the stoves and the door just visible on the left, and they opened the wall
between the kitchen and the living room. They installed a much-needed closet with a storage

cubby above where the wood stove once sat.
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foré phbtés courtes&t. ofAKAAN ARCHI.

_CTURE + JESIGN

<< Salvaged
wood from other
parts of the

- house was used -
to rebuild the
porch and stairs.
The porch
columns were
saved, and the

decorative
balusters.

railing got some
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It also allowed the tiny bathroom to
grow by about half.
They enclosed the back porch,

- adding a row of windows and turning

the space into a laundry room. They sal-
vaged some of the original kitchen cabi-
nets and hung them above the new
washer and dryer.

They replaced all electrical and
plumbing systems and installed a high-
efficiency heat pump.

They tested the paint and found it did
not contain lead. With face masks in
place, they “scraped and scraped and
scraped,” Kannikar says.

The front porch was a total loss, so
they jacked up the front of the house
and rebuilt the porch. They salvaged
wood from other parts of the house to
create balusters and reused the original
porch columns.

The new roof is made from recycled
metal and coated with a polymer that
reflects sunlight and reduces solar heat
during the summer. Al says he chose a
metal roof because it outlasts an asphalt
shingle roof, and the metal can be recy-
cled at the end of its use.

Insulation was blown into the exterior
walls and ceiling, and under-floor insu-
lation went into the crawl space. Dou-
ble-pane, low-E windows went in all
around the house.

|

The couple spent about $50,000 —
not including their labor — on Aunt
Hattie’s little charmer, which they are
renting out. The neighbors are thrilled
with the remodel, but the kids on the
block are a tad disappointed they
missed out on a practice burn. @

Bridget A. Otto: 503-221-8527;
bridgetotto@news.oregonian.com
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=2 SMALL AND
| EFFICIENT | A

| door to the
' bathroom used to
be to the right of
the sink. Closing
off that doorway
created a stretch
of wall for the

-Sunday, August 10th, 9am-5pm
Our biggest event of the year!

] \j

a o cabinets and
: countertop,
T ""“I making a user-
Lo J friendly kitchen.
1
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OUTDOOR ANTIQUES FAIRE

0ld Aurora Colony Museum

Re-Bath® Your Tub or
Shower In One-Day!

Bathtub and Shower Liners ® Wall Surround
Systems e Tub to Shower Conversions

MANUFACTURERS
LIFETIME WARRANTY

Free In-Home Estimates!

503-643-9629

1345 SW 158th e Beaverton

5509 NE 122nd Portiand
www.rebathoregon.com ... 9888

§13713¥01

1uggy Bear’s Cupboards
Custom Cabinetry
v —
Call or stop by }eﬁa‘

2ur sales office

*A-F 9-5
3at 10-3 ]
| additional .
availability by |
appointment i
2725 N Hayden Island Dr.
Portland, OR
503-289-5541
www.hugqybear.com
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. Award Winning‘ Contractor » Frée In~ﬂome T

ne-up

Remodellng your expectatlons since 1988.

Want that brand-new

* o ‘ kitchen look without the
hassles and expense of a
major remodel?

rom ;:estoration, redoor,

Aistom reface, new
o winets, countertops &
: :ﬂoors, kitchentune-up
i, Yoesit all with care and

ol axpertise.

kitchentune- up
has the solutions!

asultation « Ask ahout frep sinks
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Antzques & Decor

Aurora’s Largest Selection of Fine
and Costume Jewelry
g Furniture, Glassware. Collectibles
g Buying Daily!
21581 Maia St. #A  503-678-1007

MAIN STREET
MERCANTILE

4 Antiques & Collectibles

* Over 16,000 sq. ft. & 40+ dealers
Open daily 10-5
Aurora’s Best Variety
of Antiques &
Furniture on 3 Floors!
Estate Appraisals and Buy Quts

(503) 678-1044

21610 Main St - Aurora

Aurora MIHS

Architectural

ANTIQUE, {
HisToRIC &
VINTAGE '
g BUILDING"
§ PARTS ‘

Open Tuesday - Sunday 10:00-500
14971 First Street, NE Aurora §] ..
(503) 678-6083

- wwwaurorarms ....w_._*..,._‘..'

Auctlons 1st & 3rd Thursdays

Specializing in
Autiques & Collectibles

-
McLaren Auction Services|
21507 Highway 99E, Aurora
303-678-2441  www.McLarenAuction.com

July 15 - Oct 5 Exhibit
Tues-Sat: 11-4p, Sun: 12-4pm
"When do we get to Aurora”

George Wolfer & Aurora Mills
Village 1863 — 1870

Living History Demonstrations

Call for more information
: 2nd & Liberty 8t Aurora 503-678-5754

AURORA cougaw VISITORS ASSOCIATION
www.auroracolony.com

$6/85/82
July 19, 26 & Aug 2

For the whole family

Antiques, Colicctibles,
Home Décor, Shabby Chic,

Vintage & Primitive
Furniture -
L Open 7 Days a Week 10am-5pm (-
21128 Hwy 99E, Aurora ©503.678.5242 §

3-939-0312

i

STYLE AND SOLUTIONS FOR THE WAY WE LIVE

Where to buy. Look for Homes+Gardens Northwest where fine magazines are sold.
How to su\bscribe. Visit hgnorthwest.com or call 503.221.8240.

How to advertise. Contact Tera Surratt at 503.294.4089 or

teras@sales.oregonian.com.
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